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1.  Subject  report Jt:&t!IEorwai je<i  as  inclosure  for  review  end  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525- 15 . 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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COWF I  DENT  I AL 

AFTER  ACTION  REPORT:  Operation  Pike 3 villa  6  Jun  -  3  Jul  67 

1.  (C)  SIZE  AND  COMPOSITION  OF  OPERATION:  Reconnaissance  Company  with 
Company  Headquarters;  eight  Roadrunner  teams  composed  of  four  Vietnamese 
Nationals  (VNN)  each;  five  reconnaissance  teams  composed  of  two  USASF  and  four 
VNN  each;  Conmar.do  companies  composed  of  6  USASF  and  333  VNN. 

2.  (C)  MISSION:  To  capture  FW'3  and/or  documents  in  AO  BEAR. 

3.  (C)  TIME  OF  DEPARTURE/RETURN :  Operation  Pikesville  was  conducted  from 
a  Foxvard  Operations  Baca  (FOB)  located  at  Quan  Loi,  RVN  (XT  807899)  within  the 
perimeter  of  Task  Force  Dixie  North  1st  Infantry  Division  during  the  period 

6  June  -  3  July  1967.  Project  SIGMA  advance  party  began  movement  by  C-130  from 
Bien  Hca  Airbase  to  FCB  050830  June  67  and  completed  movement  031130  June  1967. 

FOB  activated  091800  Juno  67.  The  main  body  was  moved  by  C-130  transport  from 
Bien  Hoa  Airbase  with  the  first  element  arriving  061000  June  67  and  the  last 
element  closing  at  061320  June  67.  Command  element  arrived  at  FOB  by  helicopter 
at  061130  June  67  and  FCB  was  fully  operational  as  of  061399  June  67.  The  operatio 
terminated  022u00  July  67  and  the  Detachment  Command  element  was  returned  to  Ease 
Camp  by  helicopter  030700  July  67.  The  main  body  began  movement  by  C-130  trans¬ 
port  frem  FOB  to  Elen  Hoa  Airbase  030?U0  July  67.  Project  Sigma  elements  closed 
at  Base  Camp  031900  Jul  67. 

U.  (C)  CONDUCT  OF  OFERATIOfB :  Operation  Pikesville  began  with  the  issuance 
of  a  written  OPCKD  from  00,  II  FFV  to  CO,  Dot  B-96  on  OH 900  June  67.  Det  S-2 
visited  H  FFV  and  CINCV  and  obtained  current  intelligence  on  the  assigned  area 
of  operations  (AO).  Det  CO,  SI,  S3  and  CO,  2nd  Commando  Company  departed  021330 
June  67  for  aerial  reconnaissance  of  AO,  selection  of  FCB  site  and  neccssaiy 
coordination  at  that  location.  CO,  B-96  visited  Co  A,  9th  SFGA  at  021600  Jfunc  67 
reference  current  operation,  CO,  B-96  issued  a  unit  warning  order  at  0219QO  Juno 
67.  On  3  June  unit  airlift  requirements  were  submitted  by  S3  to  H  FFV  and  a 
unit  movement  order  was  published,  OPORD  for  Operation  Pikesville  issued  Oh 08 00 
June  67.  Helicopter  support  provided  by  33Uth  Armed  Helicopter  Co.  compered  of 
fivo  transport  and  two  aimed  helicopters.  Twb  0-3D  radio  relay  aircraft  were 
provided  by  the  7Uth  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Company.  Artillery  support  by  the 
23rd  Artillery  Group  consisted  of;  Liaison  party  (1  Off  &  3  EM)  to  Sigma 
two  FO  Teams  (1  Off  &  2  EM  each);  1  AO  (1  Off);  A  Bury  6/27th  Quan  Loi  and 
B  I'uy  2/32,  Soul  Da.  On  6  June  aerial  reconnaissance  of  the  entire  AO  was 
conducted,  reconnaissance  zones  were  designated  and  three  Roadrunner  teams  began 
preparation  for  infiltration  on  7  June  1967. 

a.  PJ5C0ITNAESANCE  TEAM  OPERATION: 

(1)  Recon  Msn  #1:  Team  received  mission  order  070900  June  67, 
conducted  aerial  reccn  of  RZ  071930  and  presented  a  mission  briefback  072000  June 
67.  Team  was  scheduled  for  infiltration  into  RZ  LE  CLERC  vie  XT  61:9002  at  O8O8OO 
June,  however,  mission  was  cancelled  due  to  9th  AKVN  Div  scheduled  ARCL3DHT 
missions  in  that  area. 
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(2)  Recan  Man  #2s  Team  received  mission  order  080900  June,  con¬ 
ducted  aerial  re  con  of  RZ  081300  and  presented  mission  briefback  081930  June  67, 

T earn  attempted  infiltration  into  RZ  PATTON  vie  XT  1*52*838  on  0910U0  June#  As 
infiltration  ship  approached  LZ,  Recon  Team  Leader  observed  three  VC  dressed 

in  and  aimed  with  05  carbines  to  the  southwest,  two  more  were  ou£t>r\  -l 

by  a  second  team  member*  One  VC  was  shot  by  the  team  leader  and  the  helicopter 
lifted  off*  Mission  was  aborted  due  to  enemy  activity  on  LZ* 

(3)  Rocon  ton  #3:  Team  received  mission  order  050300  June,  con¬ 
ducted  aerial*  reccn  of  RZ  051300  and  presented  mission  briefback  051530  June  67, 
Team  Infiltrated  RZ  BRAD  LEX  vie  XT  1*33817  ct  101117  June  without  incident*  After 
infiltration,  the  team  moved  60  meters  west  of  tho  LZ  when  they  began  to  receive 
AW  fire  from  their  right  flank,  heard  brush  cracking  to  their  front  and  throe 
rounds  fired  from  the  south*  Team  leader  called  for  extraction  and  began  moving 
tiie  team  back  to  tfc3  LZ*  As  they  approached  the  LZ,  a  team  member  observed  ere  70 
23  meters  to  the  north  wearing  a  khaki  shirt  and  grey  hat  armed  with  an  AX4*7. 
After  shooting  the  VC  in  the  right  side,  three  more  VC  appeared  at  the  same  lo¬ 
cation*  Team  leader  moved  onto  the  LZ  and  flashed  hi3  panel  while  team-  took  VC 
under  fire*  As  the  team  was  being  exfiltrated,  one  team  member  lost  his  weapon 
after  falling  from  the  helicopter  as  it  was  lifting  off*  Reccn  mission  #3  was 
exf titrated  at  IOII38  June  67* 

(U)  Recan  Mon  #!•:  Team  recsived  mission  order  092000  June,  conduct :d 
aerial  recon  of  RZ  10111*0  and  presented  a  mission  briefback  101533  June  67.  Team 
infiltrated  RZ  HAISET  vie  XT  1*2*9708  at  111302  Jure  without  incident.  Team  moved 
north  of  the  LZ  Into  tho  edge  of  bamboo  dumps i  farmed  a  defensive  perimeter  and 
stopped  to  listen*  Afbor  approx  three  minutes,  team  heard  crackling  of  bamboo^ 
to  the  north  and  observed  one  VC  wearing  a  groen  shirt  and  carrying  an  AK-U7  slung 
over  his  shoulder.  Tho  VC  stopped  and  spoke  to  soma  one  in  a  bunker  about.  20  meters 
from  the  team.  VC  then  unslung  his  weapon  and  advanced  at  port  arms.  At  the  seme 
time  a  second  VC  was  spotted  advancing  cn  the  team  from  the  north-northeast. 

Team  mombers  killed  both  VC,  moved  back  to  tyie  north  edge  of  the  LZ,  and  requested 
extraction  after  hearing  shouting  to  tho  north  and  northeast.  Team  was  extracted 
under  fire  resulting  in  two  USASF  team  members  WIA.  (one  serious),  •"rd  0^  ns*'"* 
recovery  man  WIA*  Team  estimated  a  VO  squad  (+)  on  three  sid9S  of  their  position* 

(3)  Recon  Hsr.  #3*  Cancelled  due  to  inclement  weather. 

(6)  Recon  ton  #61  Team  received  mission  briefing  121000  June, 
conducted  aerial  recon  of  RZ  1212*00  June  and  presented  a  mission  briefback  122000 
June  67.  Team  infiltrated  RZ  HAISEX  vie  XT  2*62653  at  12*1810  and  links  d  up  with 
TF  A3KINE  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  stay  behind  mission  to  capture  a  FW  or 
documents .  Planned  break-away  from  the  task  force  during  movement  did  not  take 
place  due  to  enony  activity.  Team  pjrfonnad  flan':  rocon  and  rear  guard  security 
during  remainder  of  TF  mission  and  was  exfilbratcd  vie  XT  2*69702  at  171430  Juno 
67  with  the  Task  Force. 

(7)  Recon  ton  #7s  Team  received  mission  briefing  121000  June, 
conducted  aerial  reccn  of  RZ  121300  June  and  presented  mission  briefback  12203 0 
June  67.  Team  infiltrated  RZ  ALLEN  vio  XT  373736  at  171#0  June  in  conjunction 
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with  a  resupply  mission  conducted  for  2nd  Reaction  Coop  any.  Teas  remained  with 
Company  until  200610  Juno  when  it  brol©  away  vie  XT  31 6695  to  begin  its  stay 
behind  mission.  Team  moved  to  vie  XT  379711  and  established  a  re  con  point  to 
observe  an  EW  trail  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  TW,  Team  observed  this  trail 
for  two  dajn  with  negative  enemy  sightings.  Team  was  exfiltrated  vio  XT  3777 09 
at  221120  Jn.J3  67  without  incident, 

(8)  Recon  Msn  #8:  Team  received  mission  briefing  191930#  oonduoteo 
aerial  roc  on  of  RZ  200900  June  and  presented  a  mission  briefbaok  201900  June  67. 

Team  infiltrated  along  with  Operation  LOC  9/6  (Del  A-331)  ~>c  Ninh  vio  XO  69lCt*0 
at  211918  June  with  the  mission  of  conducting  a  stay  behind  patrol.  Team  began 
stay  behind  mission  vie  XU  6l!i038  at  221130  June  6?«  At  vie  XU  613037  team 
found  a  small  cache  of  clothing,  grenades  and  throe  books.  The  grenades  were 
defused  and  the  books  wore  captured.  At  2211*50  team  spotted  three  men  near  a 
stream  vie  XU  618032,  one  of  whom  vras  cleaning  fish,  the  other  two  were  aimed 
with  M-l's  and  wearing  tiger  suits.  The  team  moved  back  and  declared  an  emergency 
C'-'niii’.cu  by  radio  then  planned  to  shoot  and  capture  one  of  the  man  observed. 
However,  upon  arriving  at  the  stream,  the  VC  were  no  longer  there.  Team  moved  3H 
to  vie  XU  619032  where  they  spotted  two  VC  amedwlth  AK-1*7  rifles  running  south. 
After  being  directed  io  an  L2  by  the  FAC,  team  members  heard  VC  yelling  "friend", 
"friend".  Team  was  extracted  by  sling  without  receiving  hostile  fire  vio  XU  616Q30 
at  221506  June  6?« 

(9)  Reccn  Team  #9:  Team  received  mission  order  21*0900  June,  conducted 
rrrinl  reccn  of  ftZ  21*1900  June  and  presented  a  mission  briefbaok  29H30  June  67. 

Team  infiltrated  vi.c  XT  1*693."’.  at  291330  June  67.  After  moving  150  meters  team 
hoard  talking  to  their  front  so  they  moved  SE  to  bypass  VC.  Vic  XT  1*68829  the  team 
was  spotted  by  a  VC  in  a  guard  house  who  gave  the  alarm.  Team  moved  north  approx 
100  meters  into  a  clnmp  of  bamboo  and  requested  extraction.  During  the  extraction 
by  sling,  the  team  was  blocked  on  throe  sides  and  the-  helicopters  attempting  re¬ 
covery  sustained  heavy  damage  frcai  hostile  fire,  resulting  in  an  A/C  making  a 
forced  landing  in  enemy  controlled  territory.  A/C  destroyed  by  aerial  gunfire  the 
following  day.  Remainder  of  A/C  were  evacuated  to  Bien  Hoa  or  repaired  at  F®. 

b.  ROADRUNNER  TEAM  OPERATIVE : 

(1)  RR  Msn  #Lt  Teem  infiltrated  RZ  HALS  El  vie  XT  3927U3  at  071130 

June  67  with  the  mission  of  rcute  recon.  Vic  XT  71*0399,  team  observed  1*  VC  dressed 
in  blck  with  khaki  hats,  bat  saw  no  weapons,  Vic  XT  390737  team  observed  1*  VC 
moving  south  along  a  trail  on  bicycles.  Each  man  carried  two  AKJ*7*s  slung  and 
7  rounds  of  mortar  ammunition.  Team  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  371*717  at  061030  Jama 
67  without  incident. 

(2)  RR  Msn  #2:  This  mission  was  aborted  on  first  atteayt  daa  to 
inclement  weather  cn  7  June  67,  Team  was  infiltrated  into  RZ  MCWTI  vio  IT  1*91*917 
at  081030  June  67.  Team  found  many  well  used  trails  along  their  rente.  They  wore 
observed  by  a  man  vio  XT  903850  who  then  ran  away.  Vio  IT  1*72869,  team  beard 
music,  singing  and  female  voices  from  a  large  group  of  people  having  a  party. 

Team  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  1*78873  091200  June  67  without  Incident. 
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(3)  RR  Msn  # 3  s  Team  infiltrated  RZ  PATTON  vie  XT  285965  at  081528 
Jun  Si,  Team  apparently  became  disoriented  on  infiltration  and  began  to  move 
North  instead  of  East  on  a  trail  as  planned.  Toam  spotted  several  VC  in  vie 
XT  281*970,  armed  with  AX-1*  7  and  MAS  36  weapons.  Team  was  exfiltrated  vie 
XT  285973  at  0912*06  Jun  67. 

(2*)  RR  Msn  #1*:  Team  infiltrated  RZ  SLIM  vie  XT  33i*89b  at  08152*0 
Ji’  j  67.  An  unknown  number  of  VC  with  automatic  weapons  fired  at  the  team 
vie  XT  336893«  Team  returned  fire,  evaded  and  wore  extracted  by  rope  ladder 
vie  XT  337879  at  0911*15  June  67  without  incident. 

(5)  RP-  Msn  >75  ■  Tea/,,  infiltrated  vie  XT  5U2818  at  12161*0  June  6? 
with  a  mission  of  establishing  an  ambush  to  capture  a  fW.  Team  observed 
1*0  VC  vie  XT  5ll*8l9  at  131030  June  moving  East  armed  with  AK-1*7,  carbines 
and  M-l  rifles, Vic  XT  502820  at  11*1030  team  observed  3  VC  on  bicycles  armed 
with  AK-l*7's  moving  East  on  a  road.  Team  attempted  to  ambush,  but  a  team 
member  made  a  noise  which  alerted  the  VC,  who  then  ran  East  and  firod  a 
jignal  shot.  Team  cvndod  and  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  51*381*5  without  incident* 

(6)  RR  Msn  #6:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  539737  at  12161*0  June  anu 
went  into  an  ambush  position  vie  XT  53172*1*  and  XT  532737  at  11*1830  June 
without  incident.’ 

(7)  RR  Msn  #7:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XU  61*501*0  at  151650  June  on 
a  mission  of  tra.il  recon.  Vic  XU  667012,  team  received  50-60  rounds  of 
AW  fire  from  estimated  VC  platoon.  At  180800  Juno  vie  XT  61*5913,  team 
received  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  VC.  At  181530  June  team  was  in 
position  for  exfiltrai  on,  however,  they  were  afraid  to  throw  smote  because 

of  VC  moving  near  their  position.  Team  then  began  movement  by  foot,  truck  and 
bus  to  reach  the  SK;A  MOB  at  Quan  Loi,  arriving  at  190850  June  67. 

(8)  RR  tlsn  #8:  Mission  cancelled  due  to-  scheduled  TAC  AIR  STRIKES 
vie  of  infiltration  LZ. 

(9)  RR  Msn  ,79:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT519917  at  181216  June  and 
moved  to  a  trail  vie  XT  5U9868.  At  T81600  June,  team  observed  two  VC  pass 
each  other  on  the  trail.  The  VC  wore  khaki  pants,  black  shirts  and  were 
unarmed.  The  team  had  negative  contact  or  sightings  during  the  next  two 
days  and  were  exfiltrated  from  the  Special  Forces  Camp  at  Ton  Le  Chan  at 
201800  June  6?  without  incident. 

(10)  RR  Msn  #10:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  32U908  at  191138  June  67. 

At  2011*00  June,  the  team  observed  a  VC  carrying  party  and  security  element 
nunbering  25-30  men  vie  XT  377859.  The  VC  were  hear  T  camouflaged  with  grass 
and  moving  in  a  column  format i~.w  Only  one  weapon  was  observed,  a  Soviet  7*62 
carbine.  During  a  scheduled  radio  contact  with  the  team,  the  Sigma  interpreter 
understood  the  team  to  say,  ttey  were  in  contact  with  VC  elements.  The  team  was 
exfiltrated  vie  XT  375857  at  201757  June  and  after  pick  up,  it  was  determined 
that  the  team  had  not  been  in  contact  0 
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(11)  RR  Man  #11 1  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  1*95653  at  201210  June  67. 
At  201800,  via  1*69639,  team  observed  12  VC  moving  vest  on  the  road.  Team  saw  3 
AK-itf's,  2  M-l  rifles,  1*  Soviet  carbines  and  1  PPS-19U3  SM3.  New  houses  with 
underground  bunkers  were  observed  vie  XT  1*1*6661*.  Team  was  extracted  by  rope 
ladder  vie  XT  1*71 61*5  at  231531  June  67.  Guns  hips  providing  cover  for  the 
extraction  received  SA  fire  from  east  of  the  12.  No  hits  were  sustained  by  the 
guns hips. 


(12)  HR  Msn  #12:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  1*17605  at  211237  June  67, 

At  211700  June  vie  XT  1*07623,  team  received  15-20  rounds  of  AW  fire  from  an  unknown 
number  of  VC  with  negative  casualties.  The  team  fled  south  without  returning  fire, 
swam  the  stream  vie  XT  1*01617  then  moved  west.  The  VC  followed  the  team  to  the 
stream,  out  did  not  croes  it.  Team  heard  artillery  fire  from  unit  at  Soul  Da  and 
moved  all  night  in  that  direction,  arriving  at  220800  June.  Team  was  later  ex- 
filtrated  by  Sigma. 

(33)  HR  Msn  13:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  398905  at  231726  June  67. 

Team  found  a  well  hidden  base  camp  vie  XT  359911  guarded  by  6  VC  armed  with  AK4*7 
and  carbines,  VC  did  not  fire,  but  ran  south  away  from  the  camp.  The  camp  was 
new  and  had  20  huts  which  would  hold  12  people  each.  One  building  15'  x  1*5* 
contained  USAID  rice.  Team  had  no  further  contact  or  significant  sightings  and 
was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  31*8919  at  26161*5  June  67  without  incident. 

(11*)  RR  Msn  U*s  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  630910  at  21*1737  June  >67. 

Team  found  many  new  bunkers  vie  XT  618926.  One  bunker  had  500  rds  linked  30  cal 
MG  ammo,  M-79  grenades,  M-26  grenades  and  Chicom  stick  grenades  of  which  the  team 
extracted  100  rds  of  ammo  and  all  grenades  except  the  Chicom  type.  At  250915,  team 
observed  100-125  VC  moving  past  the  bunter  area,  VC  wore  khaki  uniforms,  camouflaged 
coolie  hats  and  carried  heavy  rucksacks.  The  first  10  VC  were  armed  with  AK-1*7 
and  RED-56  IMG.  At  261130  team  was  spotted  by  5-6  VC  vie  XT  63591*5.  The  team  was 
able  to  evade,  but  had  to  move  by  dead  reckoning  because  both  teams  compasses  were 
not  operating  correctly  after  becoming  wet  during  a  stream  crossing.  Team  boarded 
a  bus  from  Loc  Ninh  traveling  highway  17  and  returned  to  Sigma  FOB  271800  June  67. 

(15)  RR  Msn  15:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  507759  at  271650  June. 

Team  set  up  an  ambush  on  a  trail  near  the  infiltration  LZ.  Shortly  afterward  two 
VC  on  bicycles  came  down  the  trail.  The  team  stopped  the  VC  and  told  them  to  drop 
their  weapons,  however,  the  VC  opened  fire  wounding  one  team  member  in  the  chest. 

The  team  returned  fire,  killing  one  VC  and  wounding  the  other  who  escaped.  Team 
captured  one  AK4*7  and  searched  the  body  with  negative  results.  The  team  began 
receiving  AW  and  SA  fire  and  during  the  withdrawal  they  became  separated  into  two 
groups.  Upon  rejoining  vie  XT  501*752  at  271725  it  was  learned  that  the  two  team 
members  had  left  the  wounded  man  after  he  lost  consciousness  and  they  could  no 
longer  cany  him.  At  280730  team  again  received  AW  fire  and  during  evaslcn,  one 
man  became  separated  from  the  team.  Team  again  received  fire  vie  XT  1*92763.  Team 
(-)  was  extracted  by  sling  vie  XT  399728  at  291000  June.  Team  menfcer  who  became 
separated  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  1*9571*7  at  29115U.  Wounded  team  member  is  missing 
in  action. 
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(16)  RR  Man  16:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  l*65?98  at  2815U*  June. 

Team  was  ambushed  by  a  VC  force  of  unknown  size  at  010610  July,  The  team 
loader  was  'lA  and  two  other  team  members  ran.  The  remaining  member  ran  and  hid 
in  the  brush  after  his  weapon  was  shot  from  his  hands.  This  man  was  exfiltrated 
vie  XT  1*10696  at  00.11*20  July.  The  other  threo  men  are  MIA. 

(17)  RR  ten  #17:  Team  infiltratod  vie  XT  1*65798  at  281531*  June. 

Team  found  a  canmo  line  vie  l*7979l*  from  which  they  cut  out  a  10  meter  section. 

At  281630  and  all  during  the  night  the  team  hoard  shots  from  the  direction  of 
where  the  cornno  wire  was  cut.  Fran  an  OP  established  vie  XT  1*68703,  team  ob¬ 
served  6  VC  moving  northeast  on  highway  21*1*.  1*  AK4*7's  and  one  US  ca*  ine  were 
observed.  Team  was  exfiltrated  vie  XT  1*68703  at  01161*5  July.  One  gunship  and 
one  slick  supporting  oxfiltration  were  hit  by  SA  fire  resulting  in  one  crew 
member  WIA. 

(18)  RR  Men  #18:  Team  infiltrated  vie  XT  1*15738  at  290950  June  67. 
At  291200  June  vie  XT  397738  team  fired  on  12  VC  moving  south  cr  trail  killing 

1*  VC  who  were  armed  with  kK-hl's  and  a  NVA  type  50  SMI.  The  team  became  separated 
at  this  time  after  two  members  moved  to  the  trail  and  recovered  one  AK-1*7  and  the 
type  50  SMG.  Team  was  fired  on  again  while  trying  to  cross  the  Rach  Sanh  Dai 
River.  Team  swam  river,  but  lost  the  captured  weapons,  thBir  clothing,  compasses 
and  packs.  Team  (-)  walked  into  camp  at  Soul  Da  are!  was  exfiltrated  at  1011*00 
July.  Remaining  separated  team  members  were  located  and  exfiltrated  via  XT  375661 
at  011812  July. 

C.  REACTION  COMPANY  OPERATIONS : 

(1)  2nd  Reaction  Company:  Company  was  composed  of  five  USASF; 
three  USA  FO  artillery  team  and  ll*l  VNN  personnel.  Unit  mission  was  to  reocn 

in  force  along  road  21*6  from  Bo  Tuc  (XT  33085?)  north  to  vie  of  Katum  (XT  333898) 
then  south  along  route  1L  1*  to  vie  XT  297830.  Primary  mission  was  to  locate 
possible  caches,  determine. unit  identification  and  capture  Ws  or  documents. 
Company  infiltrated  RZ  SLIM  on  LZ  MUTE  vie  XT  373825  at  281229  Juno  67.  Company 
moved  south  off  LZ  and  made  contact  with  approx  12  VC  vie  XT  383810  resulting 
in  one  KIA  or  WIA  who  was  carried  off.  VC  attacked  a  squad  anfcush  in  position 
vie  XT  365852  at  291231  June  resulting  in  one  VNN  slightly  WIA.  Ten  rounds  of 
6 dun  mortar  were  fired  and  the  VC  advanced  to  withun  15  meters  of  company.  A 
combination  of  artillery,  guns  hips  and  air  strikes  caused  contact  to  be  broken 
at  2911*50  June.  Results  were  3  VC  KIA  (BC),  2  VC  KRA  (3C).  Unit  estimated 
35  to  1*0  more  VC  either  KIA  or  WIA.  Made  contact  with  approx  1  platoon  of  VC 
in  hunters  vie  of  XT  31*8868.  Company  located  a  base  camp  area  that  had  been 
evacuated  just  prior  to  arrival  of  unit.  Camp  had  trenches,  bunkers  arid  a  mess 
hall.  One  building  contained  12  AK4*7  rifles  and  numerous  mines  and  ammunition 
which  was  all  either  destroyed  cr  buried.  Company  moved  to  the  Special  Forces 
Camp  at  Prek  Klok  (Det  A-322)  and  returned  by  C-123  transport  to  FOB  at  011315 
July  67. 

(2)  1st  Reaction  Company:  Company  was  composed  of  five  USASF 5  three 
USA  artillery  FO  team  and  160  VNN  personnel.  Unit  mission  was  to  conduct  a  re  con 
in  force  of  RZ  RIDGES,  HALSEY  and  ALLS)  and  to  assist  in  the  insertion  of  recon 
team  mission  #6,  Company  infiltrated  on  LZ  RED  vie  XT  1*75585  at  131301*  Juno 
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without  incident.  Vic  XT  46?585  at  131450  June  flank  security  wounded  one-  VC 
who  fled.  At  131642  vie  XT  460590,  unit  rccicvcd  harassing  fire  fr»n  3  VC 
who  broke  contact  and  fled  north.  Unit  received  3niper  fire  iron  vie  XT  453364 
at  141847  June  resulting  in  negative  casualties.  Harassing  fire  received  iron 
vie  XT  453364  at  141605  with  negative  casualties.  Helicopters  resupplying  the 
company  at  14  111  18  June  sustained  two  hits  from  AH  fire  from  the  vie  of  XT  466694. 
Gunships  placed  fire  into  area  with  >>nknown  results.  Cor.p<any  secured  LZ  vie 
XT  462695  for  the  infiltration  of  recon  mission  #6.  Team  infiltrated  at  liilQlU 
June  without  incident.  At  150939  June  forward  element  of  Company  received  sniper 
fire  from  vie  XT  448706  which  resulted  in  1  friendly  WIA  (DOW)  and  2  VC  ICIA  (IT), 

At  151100  June  vie  XT  447707,  point  element  came  under  fire  from  an  unknown  size 
force  in  concrete  bunkers.  Results  of  this  encounter  were  1  USASF  WIA,  1  VNN 
WIA,  1  VNN  MIA  (WIA),  3  VC  KIA  (BC),  5  VC  (Prob).  At  I60?l5  an  ajrstriko 
was  placed  on  the  bunker  area.  Unit  established  a  defensive  perimeter  vie  XT 
467702  at  161030  Juno  and  at  161205  contact  with  an  unknown  number  of  VC  was  made 
on  the  north  and  south  side  of  the  perimeter  resulting  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and 
negative  friendly  casualties.  At  161310  Juno  an  airstrike  was  placed  north  and 
south  of  perimeter  resulting  in  destruction  of  bunkers  and  foxholes  and  20  VC  KBA 
(Poss),  Company  remained  in  defensive  perimeter  and  at  170515  June  reoeived  24 
rounds  of  mortar  fire,  size  unknown  from  the  southwest  resulting  in  friendly 
casuaties  of  5  VNN  WIA.  Unit  was  exfiltrated  from  LZ  BROWN  vie  XT  469703  at  171431 
June  without  incident.  Reran  mission  #6  was  unable  to  accomplish  its  stay  behind 
mission  due  to  enany  activity  and  was  exfiltrated  with  the  company. 

(3)  1st.  Reaction  Company:  Company  was  composed  of  five  USASF,  three 
ISA  artillery  FO  team  and  145  VNN  personnel.  Unit  mission  was  recan  in  farce  af 
RZ  MONTY.  Company  infiltrated  on  LZ  YELLCM  vie  XT  46?8?4  at  231520  June  without 
incident.  At  231835  June,  5  VC  were  observed  vie  XT  513898  moving  north  ami 
were  taken  under  fire  with  unknown  results.  A  few  minutes  later  rear  security 
element  shot  and  killed  1  VC  and  captured  1  AK-47  ri^le.  Company  ambush  patrol 
observed  20  to  25  VC  building  a  base  camp  vie  XT  5ot>o83  at  241800  June.  An  air- 
strike  on  the  base  camp  area  was  reqi*sted  and  executed  at  250945.  Airstrike  l.it 
west  of  target  area  with  negative  results.  Unit  recieved  heavy  automatic  weapons 
fire  from  vie  XT  261215  at  26112?  June.  VC  force  estimated  at  one  platoon.  Gun- 
ships  suppressed  fire  and  VC  moved  north.  Results  were  2  WIA,  1  KIA  friendly. 
Company  raovod  to  Special  Forces  camp  at  Ton:  La  Chon  and  was  exfiltrated  271252 
June  by  helicopter  without  incident. 

(4)  2nd  Reaction  Company:  Company  was  composed  of  three  USASF, 
threo  USA  artillery  FO  personnel  and  168  VNN.  Unit  mission  va3  recon  in  force 
of  RZ  ALLEN  and  assisting  in  insertion  of  recon  mission  #8  as  a  stay  behind 
patrol.  Comparer  and  recon  mission  staged  at  Minh  Thanh  (XT  642671)  and  infil¬ 
trated  on  LZ  GREEN  vie  XT  373735  at  171655  June  6?.  At  180655  June  vie  XT  365733 
company  made  contact-  with  an  estimated  platoon  of  VC.  6  VC  were  aVmed  with  AK-47's 
and  carbines.  Arty  and  mortar  fire  were  placed  on  the  VC  who  withdrew  south. 
Results  of  contact  were  5  VC  WIA  (prob),  2  VNN  friendly  WIA.  Reccn  mission  #7 
detached  from  Company  at  200630  June  and  moved  into  an  ambush  position  vie  XT 
376695«  At  201 655  June  the  Company  encountered  an  estimated  2  platoon  size  VC 
force  vie  XT  400697.  Several  rounds  of  mortar  fire  were  received  shortly  after 
contact  with  negative  friendly  casualties,  SApna  FAC  directed  an  airstrike  vie 

XT  402699  resulting  in  4  VC  KBA  (BC),  3  bicycles  destroyed  and  1  VNN  friendly  WJA. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AFTER  ACT  ION  REPORT:  Operation  Pikes  ville  (CONTE) 


At  210930  June  company  elements  ambushed  2  VC  on  bicycles  moving  north-south  on 
trail  vie  XT  1*01*691.  VC  fled  north  leaving  one  Chicom  carbine  and  both  bi¬ 
cycles,  Company  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  VC  force  vie  XT  1*12678  at 
21121*0  June  67.  Guns hips  and  artillery  fire  were  placed  on  area  with  unknown 
results.  Friendly  losses  were  3  VNN  WIA  and  1  IB  KIA  (attached  K)  party).  At 
211522  June  the  company  received  mortar  fire  on  their  position  vie  XT  1*10673  re* 
suiting  in  3  VNN  WIA  and  1  VNN  KIA  (bo c(y  could  not  be  recovered).  Counter 
artillery  fire  and  an  airstrika  were  placed  on  suspected  enemy  positions  vie 
XT  1*12671  resulting  in  75  blinkers  and  fighting  holes  uncovered  and  25  bunkers 
destroyed.  At  211915  June  vie  XT  1*12671  Sigma  gunahips  killed  1  VC  (dC). 

Company  was  exfiltrated  from  RZ  HAISEY  vie  XT  1*35685  at  231332  June  67  without 
incident* 

5*  (C)  ENEMY  INFORMATION*  Many  /  battalion  and  a  multi-battalion  size  base 

camps  were  located  in  the  AO.  Throughout  the  AO  it  is  possible  to  move  100-300 
meters  in  any  direction  and  find  new  bunkers  and/or  foxholes.  Strong  points  are 
located  throughout  the  AO  utilizing  squad  to  platoon  size  security  elements. 

These  strong  points  can  be  reinforced  by  reaction  forces  in  a  time  span  of  30 
minutes  to  one  hour  if  the  VC  choose  to  defend.  The  LZ's  in  the  AO  including 
one  helicopter  size  IZ's  are  fortified  with  bunkere  facing  the  long  axis  of  the 
LZ.  All  VC  combat  troops  encountered  were  armed  with  AK-J*7  or  some  type  of  IMG. 

VC  captured  or  killed  carried  a  complete  basic  load  of  ammo  and  grenades.  Weapons 
and  ammo  were  in  good  condition,  many  were  new.  No  guerrillas  were  encountered 
Li  the  AO,  al1  contacts  were  with  main  force  type  units.  All  caches  located 
were  ir  structures  and  In  good  condition.  Wooden  platforms  had  bear  built 
approx  12  to  18  inches  above  ground  level  to  allow  air  circulation  for  both  food 
and  equipment.  All  caches  were  located  near  VC  base  camps  or  had  a  security 
clamant  gu._dlng  it, 

b.  The  VC  are  apparently  using  the  AO  as  a  Army  staging  area  for 
training  and  re-equlpping  of  VC  forces  and  as  a  logistical  base  to  support  other 
tactical  zones  within  RVN. 

6.  (C)  RESUITS  OF  ENCOUNTER  WITH  TIE  ENEMY: 

a.  Friendly  losses: 

(1)  KIA:  1  USA;  2  VNN 

(2)  WIA:  6  USASF}  6  USA;  20  VNN 

(3)  MIA:  3  VNN 

(l*)  Equipment:  Aircraft  -  helicopters:  11*  damaged  and  1  destroyed; 
CE1:  1  damaged. 

b.  knecy  losses: 

(1)  KIA  -  27  (BC),  2  (poes) 

(2)  KBA  -  7U  (BC),  25  (poes) 

(3)  KB  Arty  -  unknown 

(1*)  VCC  -  none 

(5)  Equipment: 

(a)  Weapons  and  anno:  5  AK-l*7j  1  SKS;  1  Chicom  B-1*0  RL  wA 
projectiles  and  2  Chic  m  claymores. 
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(b)  Clothing  and  Equipment : 


ITEM 

QUANTITY 

Bicycles ,  VN 

3  ea  (8  destroyed,) 

Toothpaste  (Perlon) 

32  tubes 

Cloth,  black  checkered 

1  yd 

Writing  tablets,  new 

30  ea 

Magazine,  carbine 

1  ea 

Battery,  flashlight 

10  ea 

Pot,  cooking,  aluminum 

1  ea 

Candy,  3  lb  bag 

6  ea 

Machetto,  homemade 

1  ea 

Hammock 

2  ea 

Ballpoint  pen,  refill 

25  ea 

Razorblade,  pack 

20  ea 

Tiger  balm.  Salve,  package 

12  ea 

Mantels,  lantern,  new 

12  ea 

Combs,  new 

20  ea 

Toothbrush,  new 

50  ea 

Hat,  jungle,  green 

1  ea 

Tobacco,  package 

20  lbs 

Needle,  package 

1  ea 

Cloth,  gray,  new 

UO  meters 

Bicycles  parts,  new,  package 

20  lbs 

Garlic,  10  lb  bag 

1  ea 

Pepper,  30  lb  bag 

1  ea 

Playing  cards  (US  type),  new 

5  decks 

Milk,  condensed  (US  type) 

50  ea 

Tire,  bicycle,  new 

3  ea 

Sugar,  10  lb  bag 

1  ea 

Peanuts,  3  lb  bag,  new 

1  ea 

Net,  Mosquito 

1  ea 

Blanket 

2  ea 

Elastic, package 

2  ea 

Pistol  belt,  canteen  w/cover 

1  ea 

Hairpins,  package 

1  ea 

Ground  sheets 

5  ea 

Razors,  safety, now 

2  ea 

Weapon,  "  JO 

ii  ea 

Weapon,  AK-1;7 

2  ea 

SKS  Carbine 

1  ea 

UOdh  Roctet  Launcher  (Chicom) 

1  ea 

(c)  Miscellaneous: 

1»  Total  installations  located:  21 

INSTALLATION  LOCATION  SOURCE 

Bn  si2o  complete  XTUi2703  1st  Co 

Bn  size  complete  XTI469827  Ren  9 
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Bn  sizo  corbie te 

XT370855 

2nd  Co 

Base  area  v*,  ^0  bldg 
and  rice  each 

XT359911 

RR  13 

Co  base  canp 

XTU37692 

FAC 

Co  base  camp 

XTU32697 

FAC 

Co  base  camp 

XT3527U7 

FAC 

Strong  points 

XTU5U838 

Ren  2 

ii  it 

XTU8581? 

Ren  3 

«  ii 

XT)*1*9708 

Ren  1* 

ii  ii 

XT38385U 

Guns hips 

ii  u 

XTi*6870i* 

1st  Co 

n  « 

XT5&886? 

1st  Co 

ii  n 

XT369825 

2nd  Co 

n  n 

XT  3^8858 

2nd  Co 

ii  ii 

XTU68703 

Gunshipe 

it  ii 

XT502790 

Pearl  Diver 

ii  it 

XU591038 

A-331 

ii  ti 

XU586052 

A -331 

n  it 

xu58?al*5 

A-331 

£.  Installations  and  items  damaged  and  destroyed* 

LOCATION  DESTROYED  DAMAGED 

XTU67702  10  bunkers 

XTU99708  2  bunkers  9  bunkBrs 

XTU12671  25  bunkBrs  7$  bunkers  and  fighting  holes 

XT3U8858  20  land  mines,  2  cases 

7.62  ammo,  7  AK-i*7,  2  claymores 

7.  (C)  SIGNIFICANT  ACTIVITIES! 

a.  Propaganda  analysis:  None 

b.  Hamlets  encountered:  None 
c«  Changes  in  tactics:  N/A 

d.  Suspected  infiltration  routes:  There  is  a  vast  road  and  trail  system 
throughout  the  AO  and  all  trails  and  roads  encountered  in  the  AO  had  sigjis  of 
traffic.  The  majority  of  trails  and  roads  run  north  and  south.  Particularly 
heavy  ox  cart  traffic  was  noted  on  Rt  l*  and  trails  north  of  Katum  XT332899  and 
SE  of  Katum  on  Rt  21*6  to  the  bridge  XT  337891*.  Ets  2l*6,  2l*l*,  213  and  the  NS  trail 
below  Bo  Tuc  XT  38085?  contained  evidence  of  heavy  bicycles  and  foot  traffic.  The 
VC  are  using  these  road  and  trail  systems  both  day  and  night  to  move  personnel 
and  supplies. 

8.  (C)  WAS  MISSION  ACCOMPLISHED!  Yes. 
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9.  (C)  PRCBIZM  AREAS :  Some  problem  areas  manifested  themselves  during 

the  oonduct  of  the  operation.  These  were  as  follows: 


a.  Adverse  weather  conditions  during  the  period  of  the  operation 
seriously  hampered  the  maximum  utilization  of  attached  air  support.  From  uhe 
beginning  of  the  Sigma  operation,  it  was  observed  that  severe  weather  conditions 
would  be  a  major  deterrent  in  the  efficient  accomplishment  of  the  mission.  This 
proved  to  be  true.  Flying  conditions  during  the  entire  operation  averaged 

four  hours  per  day.  This  type  weather  condition  can  be  expected  during  the 
southwest  monsoon  period  over  most  of  HI  CTZ,  however,  it  progressively  improves 
the  further  south  one  moves  in  the  zone, 

b.  Existing  organic  cctm,:' mi  cations  facilities  proved  to  be  inadequate 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  rapid  and  timely  transmission  of  information  obtained 
by  Sigma, 


c.  The  number  of  attached  helicopters  proved  to  be  Insufficient  to 
support  the  many  operations  which  were  being  conducted  simultaneously.  Many 
plaimed  missions  had  to  be  cancelled  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  aircraft  to 
support  the  missions, 

d.  There  was  a  slow  feedback  of  intelligence  developed  from  information 
gathered  by  the  detachment. 

e.  No  trained  Interrogation  personnel  are  assigned  or  attached  to  the 
detachment ,  It  was  felt  that  valuable  combat  information  and  OB  was  lost  thru 
interpretation/translation  and  the  absence  of  trained  Interrogators,  using 
correct  interrogation  techniques, 

f .  Heavily  defoliated,  sparsely  vegetated  and  heavily  bombed  areas  are 
not  conducive  to  Sigma  type  operations.  The  covert  nature  of  Sigma  operations 
necessitate  the  presence  of  sufficient  vegetation  to  provide  cover  and  con¬ 
cealment  for  the  committed  recon  elements, 

g.  A  critical  shortage  of  US  personnel,  especially  in  the  MOB  C^fe,  91B 
and  llF  exist  in  the  detachment.  This  shortage  of  personnel  seriously  limits  the 
number  and  frequency  of  recon  teams  c omitted  In  an  AO. 

10.  (C)  RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a.  During  future  Sigma  operations,  higher  headquarters  provide  "HOT  LINE" 
communications  from  Sigma  TOC  to  their  TOC.  This  would  satisfy  the  requirement 

of  instant  communications  placed  on  Sigma  by  higher  headquarters  and  which  Is  so 
vital  to  the  transmission  of  timely  information  which  then  could  be  used  to  ex¬ 
ploit  the  situation. 

b.  A  minimum  of  10  UH-1D  and  5  UH-1C  helicopters  should  be  on  hand  at 
the  FOB  to  support  plans  that  call  for  the  employment  of  £  UH-1D  and  2  UH-lC 
helicopters.  This  is  necessary  due  to  required  maintenance  of  the  aircraft,  re¬ 
placement  of  aircraft  damaged  in  oaabat  and  the  time  delay  of  bringing  replacement 
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aircraft  fran  Blen  Hoa.  Additionally,  sufficient  aircrew  would  be  available  to 
permit  rotation  of  pilots  during  the  operation  to  insure  that  proficiency  is  not 
impaired  due  to  fatigue.  During  the  operation  a  total  of  7  UH-1D  aircraft 
commanders  accumulated  656  hours  total  flying  time  in  1^2  flying  days, for  an 
average  of  U  hours  35  minutes  per  aircraft  commander  per  flying  day.  Three  of 
these  aircraft  commanders  had  25  consecutive  flying  days.  Of  these  656  hours, 
nearly  all  was  combat  assault,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  actually  under  in¬ 
tense  enemy  fire  in  which  many  hits  were  taken  by  the  aircraft,  resulting  in  a 
total  of  15  aircraft  becoming  unserviceable  due  to  combat  damage.  Additionally, 
several  air  crew  members  were  WIA, 

c«  That  agencies  processing  information  gathered  by  Sigma  complete  the 
processing  and  disseminate  the  intelligence  formulated  as  soon  as  possible  to 
permit  rapid  exploitation  of  the  tactical  situation. 

d.  That  higher  headquarters  attach  one  IFW  team  to  Sigma  during  the 
period  of  combat  operations. 

e.  That  a  maximum  effort  be  made  to  bring  Sigma  up  to  authorized 
strength,  particularly  in  MOS  91B,  05B  and  llF. 

11.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS* 

a.  That  the  VC  are  using  war  zone  as  a  fortified  army  area.  They  have 
established  within  the  area,  numerous  large  and  small  size  ba3e  areas,  logistical 
support  sites,  training  areas,  R&R  areas  and  hospital  facilities.  More  of  these 
type  facilities  are  in  the  process  of  being  constructed  and  improvement  made  to 
|  existing  facilities. 

b.  That  the  VC  are  using  the  facilities  mentioned  in  paragraph  1  above, 

|  to  support  the  staging  of  troope  for  coramitoant  In  other  areas  of  RVN. 

c#  That  the  VC  are  vising  War  Zone  "C"  as  a  secure  and  relatively  in¬ 
violate  infiltration  area  for  the  introduction  of  troope  and  supplies  from  Cambodia, 


C.  T.  HSWGI2X 
LTC,  Infantry 
Commanding 


DISTRIBUTION* 
i  SPECIAL 

1  ea  -  00,  Co  A,  5th  SFGA,  1st  5F 
'  1  oa  -  CO,  5th  SFGA,  1st  SF 

1  ea  -  00,  23rd  Arty  3p 
1  ea  -  CO,  II  FFV 
1  ea  -  MAC7  J-211 

1  ea  -  File  ^ 
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1.  (C)  PROBLEM  AREAS! 

a*  Reaction  time  for  reaching  critical  areas,. 

b,  Availability  of  aircraft, 

c.  Pilot  Fatigue, 

d,  AO  coverage  and  number  of  operations  per  number  of  aircraft, 

e.  Guns hip  reaction, 

‘  2.  (C)  DISCUSSION.* 

a.  For  a  suitable  reaction  time,  in  an  operational'  area  of  this  size 
the  aircraft  should  be  cai  trally  located.  In  sore  instances  the  reconnaissance 
teams  were  located  U6,000  meters  from  the  FOB, 

b.  Many  operations  were  planned  where  a  minimum  of  5  OH -ID  aircraft 
were  required.  Duo  to  maintenance  limitations  of  this  location  and  combat  damage 
combined  with  the  time  limitation  of  bringing  up  replacement  aircraft  from  Blen 
Hoa,  many  of  these  missions  could  not  be  accomplished. 

o.  A  total  of  seven  UH-1D  aircraft  commanders  accomulated  656  hours 
total  flying  time  in  lh2  days,  for  an  average  of  h  hours  and  35  minutes  per 
aircraft  conmander  per  flying  day.  Three  of  these  aircraft  ccrananders  had  25 
consecutive  flying  days.  Of  these  656  hours,  nearly  all  were  coebat  assault, 
a  large  portion  were  actually  under  fire  in  which  many  hits  were  taken  in  the  air¬ 
craft  and  several  air  crewmen  were  injured, 

d.  In  at  least  one  instance  the  aircraft  were  on  a  separate  operation 
and  had  to  go  to  another  airfield  to  refuel  after  being  called  for  an  emergency 
extraction.  In  this  extraction ‘7  aircraft  were  damaged,  one  of  which  was  destroyed, 
and  3  air  crewmen  were  injured.  Had  the  aircraft  been  immediately  available  the 
eneny  situation  possibly  would  rr  ‘>  have  developed  into  such  organic  fire  pewer  to  be 
plaoed  on  the  aircraft, 

e.  The  UH-1C  could  not  take  off  with  fuel  fran  the  FIB  thereby 
causing  a  minimum  of  15  minutes  delay  when  scrambled, 

3.  (C)  RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a.  In  future  planning  the  area  of  operation  be  smaller  or  the  FOB 
be  centrally  located  within  the  AO, 

b,  A  minimum  of  7  UH-1D  helicopters  and  k  UH-1C  helicopters  be  on  hand 
at  the  FOB  when  plans  are  being  made  for  5  UH-lD  and  2  UH-1C  helicopters.  The 
reserve  helicopters  should  never  be  us9d  while  the  others  are  in  use, 
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c.  The  nuriier  of  pilots  should  be  increased  or  the  missions  decreased 
so  that  crew  members  do  not  average  more  tlian  3  hours  per  day  to  Insure  that 
his  proficiertcy  is  at  a  safe  level. 

d.  When  an  /oner lean  team  is  an  the  ground,  a  minimum  of  3  UK-1D  and 
2  UH-1C  helicopters  sn.:.uld  be  on  immediate  stand  by  for  extraction. 

e.  The  FOB  be  located  adjacent  to  a  runway  or  an  area  with  sufficient 
running  room  to  allow  the  UH-1C  to  be  armed  and  fueled  at  all  times. 


SUPPORT  STATISTICS  33Uth  Aimed  Helicopter  Company 


DURATION: 

27  days  (  6  June 

i  -  2  July) 

BREAKDOWN: 

HOURS 

FLOWN  AV 

AIRCRAFT  AND  AVIATORS 

TOTAL 

PER  DAY 

USED  PER  DAY 

A/C  AVIATORS 

«C°  (26  days) 

253+30 

9.75 

2 

u 

«D"  (27  days) 

578+1*5 

21  .U 

_5_ 

10 

TOTAL  (27  days) 

832+15 

30.8 

100% 

100* 

RESULTS  i 

KBA 

1*8 

WBA 

11 

STRUCTURES 

(DEST 

OR  DAM) 

13 

CARGO  TONS 

19 

MED  EVAC 

23 

PAX 

TASKS 

1,895 

DATE  TTT8  A/C  TYPE 

&  NR 

SORTIES 

HOURS 

RESULTS 

6  June  UB-lC 

AR 

2 

2 

02+20 

D 

CTC 

k 

Hi 

19+00 

UO  PAX  2  TON 

7  June 

C 

AR 

5 

10 

05+00 

2  PAX 

D 

CTC 

16 

36 

26+50 

200  PAX 

8  June 

C 

AR 

8 

8 

06+00 

1  BRIDGE  DAMAGED 

D 

CTC 

19 

1*1 

15+20 

102  PAX,  1  TON 

9  June 

C 

AR 

6 

10 

09+00 

1  BRIDGE  DAMAGED 

D 

CTC 

8 

26 

22+50 

1  HOOCH  ^)EST, 

1*3  PAX 

10  June 

C 

AR 

8 

12 

06+it0 

1  KBA 

D 

CTC 

11 

3JU 

12 

16+50 

23  PAX 
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33Uth  Armed 

DATE 

Helicopter  Company  ( 
TASKS 

TYPE  A/C  TYPE  & 

-) 

Nh 

SORTIES 

HOURS 

RESULTS 

11  June 

C 

AR&AE 

9 

17 

12+30 

6  KBA,  7.  KBA 

D 

CTC 

11 

16 

12+25 

39  PAX 

12  June 

C 

AR&AE 

5 

13 

05-^0 

D 

CTC 

6 

8 

12+00 

52  PAX 

13  June 

C 

AR&AE 

10 

22 

11+00 

D 

CTC 

8 

36 

29+00 

20U  PAX 

111  June 

C 

AR&AE 

U 

10 

07+20 

U  KBA,  1  CIA,  1 

D 

CTC 

6 

h 

09+15 

HOOCH  &  1  BICYC1E 

15  June 

C 

AE 

8 

17 

15+00 

DEST,  37  PAX,  1  TON 

D 

CTC 

9 

18 

19+00 

U9  PAX,  3  MED  EVAC, 

16  June 

C 

AR&AE 

10 

16 

16+10 

2  TON 

12 KBA,  111'  ,1.50 

D 

CTC 

20 

12 

21+U5 

CAL  PSN,  3U  PAX 

17  June 

C 

AR&AE 

8 

19 

16+00 

D 

CTC 

19 

11 

30+35 

239  PAX 

18  June 

C 

AR&AE 

6 

10 

11+00 

1  HOUSE  &  1  BUNKER 

D 

CTC 

7 

8 

27+U5 

(DAM)  2  HOOCHES 

19  June 

C 

AR&AE 

8 

10 

06+20 

DEST,  28  PAX 

D 

CTC 

15 

111 

16+50 

70  PAX,  2  TON 

20  June 

C 

AR&AE 

6 

18 

09+30 

D 

CTC 

20 

Uo 

27+50 

31  PAX,  .5  TON,  5 

21  June 

C 

AR&AE 

7 

1 5 

11+00 

JED  EVAC 

1  KBA,1  KBA  (Pose) 

D 

CTC 

5 

18 

25+00 

U3  PAX 

22  June 

C 

AR&AE 

7 

15 

11+00 

D 

CTC 

28 

19 

29+05 

92  FAX,  7  MED  EVAC 

23  June 

C 

AR 

8 

Hi 

08+20 

2  STRUC  DEST,  I 

D 

CTC 

12 

18 

32+00 

SAMPAN  DAM,  8U  PAX 

2li  June 

C 

AE 

5 

11 

07+30 

U  PAX 

D 

CTC 

9 

16 

15+00 

35  PAX 

25  June 

C 

DCS&AE 

6 

11 

10+20 

3  PAX 

D 

CTC 

2U 

31 

30+15 

U9  PAX,  3  MED  EVAC 
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26  June 

C 

DCS&AE 

6 

Hi 

lO-iiiO 

D 

CTC 

28 

36 

2.>+30 

56  PAX,  3  MED  EVAC 

27  June 

C 

AE 

6 

12 

06+U0 

10  VRA,  5  KBA  (Poes) 

D 

CTC 

15 

19 

26+00 

ldi  PAX 

28  June 

C 

DCS&AE 

6 

10 

07+25 

1  PAX,  1  KBA  (Poes ) 

AR 

2 

li 

03+ii0 

D 

LTC 

3 

9 

08+00 

126  PAX 

CTC 

26 

U3 

18+35 

29  June 

C 

AE 

10 

20 

16+30 

5  KBA 

D 

CTC 

Hi 

31 

20+05 

116  PAX,  2  TON 

30  June 

C 

NO  FLY 

-  wx 

D 

CTC 

9 

16 

12+30 

U3  PAX,  1  MED  EVAC 

1  July 

C 

AE 

8 

32 

lU +20 

1  PAX 

D 

CTC 

11 

32 

18+00 

38  PAX,  1  MED  EVAC 

2  July 

C 

AE 

13 

18 

06+35 

C 

LTC 

12 

32 

13+30 

91  PAX,  3  TON 

3  July 

D  (1) 

LTC 

2 

5 

02+00 

8  PAX,i  TON 
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AFTER  ACTION  RE  FORT r  Operation  Piteavilla  (CONTD) 

6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 

1.  The  23d  Artillery  Group  provided  artillery  support  to  Detachment  B-J>6 
(Sigma)  ^th  Special  Forces  (Abn)  during  "Operation  Pikesville",  during  the 
period  6  June  through  1  July  1967. 

2.  The  Commanding  Officer,  23d  Artillery  Group  having  knowledge  of 
Operation  Pikesville  being  conducted  in  an  area  within  range  of  the  artillery 
weapons  of  the  group  devised  the  concept  of  support  which  proved  highly 
successful.  An  artillery  liaison  team,  two  forward  observer  parties,  an 
aerial  observer,  and  two  radio  relay  stations  were  placed  in  support  of  the 
Sigma  operation* 

a.  The  liaison  team  being  located  at  the  tactical  operations  center 
was  an  imnediate  source  of  information  and  advice  for  the  Sigma  Commander.  The 
team  also  provided  the  forward  observer  with  information  on  what  artillery  units 
were  within  range  and  the  radio  frequencies  on  which  to  contact  them.  The 
liaison  team  received  and  passed  on  to  Group  the  location  of  base  camp  areas, 
troop  concentrations,  infiltration  routes  and  Viet  Cong  supply  and  storage 
areas  discovered  by  the  reccn  elements.  These  discoveries  then  became  targets 
for  destruction,  harassment,  and  for  interdiction.  Another  responsibility  of 
the  liaison  section  was  to  clear  target  areas  for  H  and  I  fires. 

b.  The  forward  observer  party  attached  to  each  company  during  company 
operations  provided  the  ground  conmander  immediate  artillery  support  when  re¬ 
quired.  The  FO  al3o  strengthened  the  defensive  posture  by  adjusting  in  defensive 
concentrations  around  the  night  positions.  The  effect  of  these  defensive 

fires  was  evident  when  companies  were  attac’rid  and  defensive  concentrations  were 
called  in  the  oontact  was  immediately  broken, 

o.  A  concept  of  using  an  air  observer  in  conjunction  with  a  ground  ob¬ 
server  was  developed  during  this  operation.  This  concept  proved  invaluable  in 
that  it  allowed  more  rapid  and  accurate  adjustment  of  the  artillery.  The  air 
observer  was  able  to  see  the  round  explode,  thus  eliminating  adjusting  by  soi"^ 
which  would  have  been  required  by  the  ground  observer  due  to  thick  Jungle  grcvth. 
Also,  the  ground  observer  could  identity  the  exact  location  of  friendly  troops 
with  much  less  risk.  Another  responsibility  of  the  aerial  observer  was  to  ad¬ 
just  the  preparatory  fires  on  the  landing  zone.  Through  coordination  with  the 
forward  air  controller,  areas  to  be  covered  wero  divided  between  the  air  strike , 
and  the  artillery  which  made  for  more  complete  coverage,  and  a  safer  landing 
zone .  The  results  of  this  were  no  friendly  casualties,  and  a  minimum  of  hostile 
fire  on  any  of  the  four  company  landings.  The  air  observer  fl  jw  twenty  six 
missions  for  a  total  of  seventy  seven  and  three  quarters  in  tiiirteen  days, 

d.  The  establishment  of  radio  relay  stations  in  the  east  and  west  of 
the  AO  insured  continuous  communications  with  the  ground  observer,  and  further 
enhanced  rapid  reaction  to  fire.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  relay 
stations,  calls  for  fire  were  relayed  through  two  to  three  stations, 

3.  Lessons  learned  during  this  operation  verst 
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a.  That  liaison  personnel  located  at  the  TOC  provided  invaluable 
assistance  to  the  ground  camnander  in  planning  his  operations,  and  made  it 
possible  for  more  rapid  reaction  by  the  artillery  support  during  operations. 

b.  That  the  ground  observer  is  necessary  in  that  it  provides  the 
ground  commander  an  immediate  source  of  artillery  support  through  experienced 
persons  having  full  knowledge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  artillery, 

U.  Recommendation  for  future  operations  are  i 

a.  That  artillery  liaison  personnel  be  included  during  the  planning 
stages.  This  would  give  the  ground  ccrmander  necessary  information  as  to 
location,  availability  and  caliber  of  weapons  which  could  support  his  operations. 
Also,  this  would  provide  the  artillery  commander  with  information  as  to  the 
amount  of  support  required,  and  allcws  him  to  determine  the  neoessity  of  re¬ 
locating  his  units  to  provide  more  effective  support, 

b.  That  liaison  teams  be  organized  prior  to  the  beginning  of  an 
operation  and  that  these  personnel  work  throughout  the  operation  in  order  to 
providi  continuity. 

5,  The  support  provided  by  the  23d  Group  was  as  follows* 
a.  Personnel* 

(1)  Liaison  team  consisting  of  one  officer  (Captain}. 

(2)  An  officer  (lieutenant)  aerial  observer, 

(3)  Two  artillery  forward  observer  teams,  each  consisting  of  one 
officer  (lieutenant)  and  two  enlisted  men. 

(U)  Two  ground  relay  stations,  one  at  Tong  Le  Choi,  (XT  622010) 
and  the  crtter  at  Prek  KLok  (XT  275785)  consisting  of  three  personrel  each. 

b.  Equipment  t 

(1)  Five  (5)  AN/VRC  U6  radios  with  power  supply, 

(2)  Six  (6)  telephones  TA  312  FT. 

(3)  Two  (2)  FRC  25  radios, 

(U)  Other  equipment  organic  to  a  forward  observer  party. 

(5)  The  radio  teletype  equipment  from  HAH  Battery,  6th  Battalion, 

27th  Artillery  was  also  used  to  transmit  messages  from  Quan  Loi  to  23d 
Artillery  Group  at  Phu  Loi, 

18 

CONFIDENTIAL 


V 


0 


CONFN)EWTtAL 

AFTER  ACTION  REPORT  i  Operation  PitesviUe  (CONTD) 

6th  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 

o*  Artillery  Fire  Support* 

(1)  "A"  Battery,  6th  Battalion  27th  Artillery  (8"  fknr-175m*n  Gun) 

(2)  trB°  and  «C"  Batteriaa  2d  Battalion  32d  Artillery  (8°  How  - 

175n*a  Oun) 

(3)  "Bn  and  "C"  Batteriaa  let  Battalion  27th  Artillery  (lf&nm  Haw) 
d*  Asnunition  Expenditure  t 

(1)  l55n*n  Hew  -  36U  rounds 

(2)  8"  How  -  556  rounds 

(3)  175mm  Gun  -  385  rounds. 


CHARLES  M.  HOOD,  JR. 

CFT,  Artillary 
Artillery  Liaison  Of  floor 

DLSTRJBLiICN: 

1  -  CO,  23d  Arty  Gp 
1-00,  6th  Bn  27th  Arty 
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AIR  LIAISON  OFFICER  .REPORT 

On  operation  Pitesville  the  tactical  air  control  party  flew  7U  OIF  sorties 
rnd  directed  38  fighter  sorties  in  support  of  ground  operations.  On  this 
operation  Sigma  initiated  a  Pearl  Diver  concept  which  is  in  essence  a  r-alod 
down  Eagle  Flight  which  15-25  troops  are  at  ground  alert  with  helicopters 
standing  by.  The  FAC  and  guns  hips  will  perform  a  VR  at  high  and/or  low 
altitude  find  VC  moving  on  a  road  or  trail  near  a  L2,  On  sighting  VC  they 
are  hit  by  an  air3trike  or  the  g unships  as  deemed  necessary.  Then  the  troops 
are  landed  to  gather  tte  equipment,  information  and  Ws  while  the  FAC  and 
gunships  ;Trovldc  canbat  air  patrol.  Care  must  bo  used  in  this  operation  to 
FP'-jlUi*'  coiimltting  a  small  number  of  troops  against  an  unsuspected  hidden 
enemy  force  nearby.  Continuous  visual  surveillance  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
VC  from  removing  his  casualties  with  weapons  and  information. 

Many  base  camps  and  occupied  positions  were  discovered  and  plotted.  These 
were  not  struck  with  preplanned  air  strikes  because  the  one  assigned  01  air¬ 
craft  had  to  remain  on  alert  to  support  troops  on  the  ground,  TVo  arclights 
were  requested  thru  Army  channels  on  large  occupied  fortified  locations,  but 
neither  had  been  executed  by  the  end  of  Operation  Pikesville.  All  requests 
for  airstrikes  were  either  LZ  preps,  troops  in  contact,  VC  in  the  open,  or 
occupied  positions  confirmed  by  ground  or  air  observers. 

The  MK  109  radio  Jeep  had  a  power  failure  3  days  before  the  end  of  the 
operation  and  we  were  not  able  to  make  repairs.  In  this  instance  reports  were 
submitted  and  airstrikes  requested  thru  Hussy  Control.  The  assigned  OlF  was 
delivered  to  Di  An  for  use  of  the  2nd  Bde,  1st  Inf  Div  on  2  July  67  until 
Sigma  is  assigned  another  operation. 


NORMAN  E.  QAJMONS 
CPT  USAF 
FAC 
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Del  A-331 

1.  (C)  Detachment  A-331*  Doc  Ninh  conducted  operations  in  AO  Bear 

assigned  to  Project  Sigma.  The  following  is  a  narrative  of  actions  during 
the  period  22  June  to  1  July  1967. 

a*  Operation  Loc  5/6 *  At  221U50  June  a  force  of  1*  USAS?  and  160  CHX} 
made  oontact  with  5  VC  armed  with  2  K-50  vie  XU  591029.  Results  were  1  VC  KIA 
(BC),  At  221630  element  made  oontaot  with  an  estimated  VC  company  vio  XU  591038. 
Unit  moved  into  a  defensive  position  for  the  night.  Extensive  artillery  and  air 
strikes  contained  the  VC  during  the  night.  A  C-U7  armed  guns  hip  supporting  the 
unit  received  .50  cal  tracer  fire  from  vie  XU  592(2*7  at  230605  June  67.  Two 
mice  Force  companies  infiltrated  by  helicopter  vio  XU  fl6(X£  at  231535  with  a 
mission  of  reinforcement  and  continued  the  operation.  At  21*1056  June,  Mike 
Force  element  made  contact  with  2  VC  squads  with  AW,  During  pursuit  of  Ihe  VO 
force,  Mike  Farce  element  began  to  receive  heavy  AW  fire  from  vie  XU  586652*  A 
reinforced  VC  company  foroed  the  unit  to  withdraw  northwest  and  contact  was 
broten  with  guns  hips  and  air  strikes.  The  combined  unit  of  Mike  Force  and 
Det  A-331  withdrew  to  Loc  Ninh,  closing  at  21*0015  June  67. 

b.  Operation  Loc  6/6 s  An  arclight  strike  was  conducted  vie  XU  587(2*5 
at  280500  June  67.  1*  IEASF  and  2  CIDG  companies  were  conmitted  with  a  mission 
of  BDA.  Contact  was  made  with  2  VC  companies  at  28101*1*  June.  Two  Mike  Faroe 
companies  infiltrated  vie  XU  630072  at  281655  to  reinforce  CIDG  unit.  Both 
units  returned  to  Loo  Ninh  at  28171*5  June  6?» 

c.  Total  Losses*  Opn  Loo  5/6,  6/6,  Mite  Faroe 
(1)  Friendly* 


KIA 

vm 

USAGF 

T 

— 2“ 

C3D0 

12 

39 

Mike  Force 

8 

2 

(2)  Eneny  Losses: 

KIA  KBA 

T-  IT 

CIA 

TTK4*7 

1  Russian  rifle 
3  Chicora  grenades 
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Copy  Nr  2  of  6  copies 
Det  B-567  5th"SFO  (Abn) 
1st  SF 


Camp  Ho  Ngoc  Tao,  RVN 

OPORD  10-67  (OPERATION  PIKE3VILEE  (0)  OUllOOH  Jun  6? 

References :  Maps,  RVN  and  Cambodia,  1:50,000,  Series  L?OlU,  Sheets 

6231  I,  6232  n,  6331  I V,  6232  HI,  6332  IVj  Series  L?0l6, 

6232  I. 


1.  SITUATION 

a.  Enemy  forces i  Annex  A  (intelligence) 

b.  Friendly  forces  i 

(1)  II  FFV. 

(2)  1st  Inf  Div. 

(3)  3d.  Bde,  Uth  Inf  Div  (OFCON  25th  Inf  Div). 

(U)  '7Lh  fO.il? 

(5)  5th  SFO  (Abn),  1st  SF 

(6)  A  Bty,  6/27  Arty. 

(7)  B  Bty,  2/32  Arty 

c.  Attachments  and  detachments: 

(1)  1st  &  Uth  Platoons,  33Uth  Armed  Helicopter  Company. 

(2)  l8Uth  Aviation  Compny  (-) 

(3)  ALO/FAC  Party  ramains  attached. 

(It)  Detachments:  None 

2.  MISSION 

Project  SIGMA  (Det  B-56)  conducts  reconnaissance  operations  within  AO  BEAR 
locate  enemy  units,  caches,  infiltration  routes  and  to  capture  Prisoners  of 
War  and  docunents. 

3.  EXECUTION 

a.  Concept  of  operation. 

(1)  Maneuver:  Project  SIGMA  Roadrunner  Teams  will  infiltrate  assigned 
Reconnaissance  Zones  (RZ's)  within  AO  BEAR  (Annex  B,  Op  Overlay)  commencing  6 

June  67  to  locate  enemy  units,  caches,  infiltration  routes,  and  attempts  to  capture 
POW's.  Based  on  intelligence  developed  by  Roadrunner  Teams,  Reconnaissance  Teams 
Vila  then  be  infiltrated  to  further  develop  intellignece.  1st,  2d  and  3d  Reaction 
Companies  will  stand  by  to  assist  in  extraction  of  Roadrunner /Reconnaissance 
Tjams,  to  exploit  on  order  information  obtained  by  Roadrunner/Reconnaiasance 
Teams  and  to  conducr  other  operations  on  order. 

(2)  Fire  Support:  7th  USAF  and  attached  fire  team  provides  close  air 
support.  Artillery  support  will  be  available  for  portions  of  the  AO.  Artillery 
fires  to  be  coordinated  through  and  provided  by  DS  and  GSR  units  supporting 

TF  DIXIE  NORTH  and  3d  Bde,  Uth  Inf  Div. 

b.  General  Plan:  Operation  Pikesville  will  bo  conducted  in  AO  BEAR  in  three 
phases  from  5  Jun  to  5  Jul  67. 

(1)  Phase  1  commences  5  Jun  67  with  the  quartering  party  and  the  2d 
Reaction  Company  moving  to  and  establishing  a  Forward  Operations  Base  (FOB)  at 
Quan  Loi  (XT80789 9).  The  command  element,  1st  and  3d  Reaction  Companies  and 

Recon  Company  will  close  the  FOB  NLT  061700  Jun  67.  The  command  air  reconnaissance 
will  b.1  .conducted  NLT  071200  Jun  67.  Teams  to  be  initially  infiltrated  will  be 
issued  OPORD  and  air  recons  will  be  conducted  prior  to  071800  Jun  67. 

(2)  Phase  II  consists  of  inf  il  tration/exf  iltration  of  SIGMA  Roadrunner/ 
Reconnaissance  Teams  from  8  Jun  through  U  Jui  6?. 
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(3)  Phase  III  consists  of  closing  out  FOB  and  returning  to  Base  Camp 
NLT  <  Jul  67. 

c.  Reconnaissance  Company,  Det  B-56. 

(1)  Infiltrate  Roadrunner/Reconnaiasance  Teams  into  assigned  RZ's  to 
accomplish  assigned  mission,  commencing  6  Jun  67. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  act  as  guides  for  Reaction  Companies  or  other  forces 
when  committed. 

d.  1st  Reaction  Company,  Det  B-56. 

(1)  Be  prepared  to  assist  in  the  extraction  of  committed  Roadrunner/Recon  - 
naissance  Teams. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  deploy  to  exploit  information  developed  by  the  Road- 
runner/Reconnaissanco  Teams. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  act  as  guides  for  other  forces  whon  committed. 

(U)  Be  prepared  to  conduct  reconnaissance  in  force  missions  within  AO  on 

order. 

e.  2d  Reaction  Company,  Det  B-56. 

(1)  Establish  FOB  at  Quan  Loi  (XT807899)  on  5  Jun  6?. 

(2)  Bo  prepared  to  assist  in  the  extraction  of  committed  Roadrunner/ 
Reconnaissance  Teams. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  deploy  to  exploit  information  developed  by  the  Road- 
runnor/Reconnaissance  Teams. 

(I4)  Be  prepared  to  act  as  guides  for  other  forces  when  committed. 

(5)  Be  prepared  to  conduc.  reconnaissance  in  forco  missions  within  AO 
on  order. 

f .  3d  Reaction  Company,  Det  B-56. 

(1)  Be  prepared  to  assist  in  the  extraction  of  consult ted  Roadrunner/ 
Reconaissar.ee  Teams. 

(2)  Be  prepared  to  deploy  bo  oxploit  information  developed  by  the 
Roadrunner /Reconnaissance  Teams. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  act  as  guides  for  other  forces  when  commit tod. 

(U  Be  prepared  to  conduct  reconnaissance  in  force  missions  within  AO 
on  order. 

g.  Supporting  artillery:  provide  artillery  support  to  committed  Roadrunner/ 
Reconatssance  Teams  and/ox-  Reaction  Companies. 

h.  let  &  Uth  Platoons,  33Uth  Armed  Helicopter  Company. 

(1)  Provide  one  command  and  control  aircraft,  four  slicks  and  three  gun- 
shipB  for  reconnaissance,  infiltration/exfiltration  of  committed  forcos. 

(2)  Conduct  other  operations  on  order. 

i.  l8Uth  Aviation  Company  (-). 

(1;  Provide  two  01E  Radio  Relay  aircraft  far  continious  daylight  air 
relay  while  forces  are  committed. 

(2)  Provide  fixes  and  navigational  assistance  on  call  for  committed  forces. 

(3)  Conduct  VR's  on  order. 

j.  Forward  Air  Control  Party. 

(1)  Provide  fixes  and  navigational  assistance  on  call  for  committed  forces. 

(2)  Assist  in  infiltration  and  exfiltration/extraction  of  committed  forcos. 

(3)  Conduct  TAC  air  strikes  and  VR's  on  order. 

(h)  Conduct  other  operation  on  order. 

k.  Coordinating  instructions. 

(1)  RZ's  will  be  assigned  by  CO,  Det  B-56. 

(2)  Priorities  of  reconnaissance:  RZ's  DOG,  CAT  and  TIGER. 

(3)  Deploying  forces  £0  give  briefbacks  NIT  3  hrs  prior  to  infiltration. 
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(h)  Ton  slicks  and  four  gunships  will  be  provided  by  II  FFV  on  a 
SIGMA  SCRAMBLE  with  a  two  hour  reaction  timo.  (12th  Avn  Gp). 

(5)  Teams Arr| its  will  bo  debriofod  at  FOB  immediately  after  exfiltration/ 
extraction. 

(6)  Section  leaders  of  33lith  Armed  Helicopter  Co  and  184th  Avn  Co 
report  to  CO,  Det  B-56  HLT  021000  Jun  67  for  briefing. 

(7)  Teams  extracted  by  sling  will  be  landed  for  recovery  at  locations 
designated  by  CO,  Dot  B-56. 

U.  ADMIN ISTilATION  AND  LuGISTICS 

a.  Administration. 

(1)  Mail  will  be  delivered  and  picked  up  daily  depending  on  availability 
of  aircraft, 

(2)  Subsistence  advance  will  be  given  by  SI  two  major  units  on  a  weekly 

basis. 

(3)  USASF  personnel  will  recoivo  monthly  pay  at  end  of  month  at  FOB. 

(U)  All  personnel  departing/ Arriving  at  FOB  will  sign-in  and  out  with 

Det  SGM. 

(5)  All  personnel  departing/arriving  at  Base  Camp  will  sign-in  and  out 
with  the  SI. 

b.  Logistics. 

(1)  Supply: 

(a)  Class  I.  Hot  meals  will  bo  available  at  FOB  effective  070600  Jun  67 

(b)  Class  II.  Basic  issue  accomplished  at  Base  Camp;  limited  TA 
and  TQSdE  available  at  FCB. 

(c)  Class  III.  Type  A  and  B  available  at  FOB  through  supporting 
unit  (TF  DIXIE  NORTH,  1st  Inf  Div). 

(d)  Class  IV.  Available  at  FOB. 

(e)  Class  Vo  All  personnel  to  carry  basic  load;  re-supply  available 
at  FOB  with  back-up  from  Base  Camp. 

(2)  Maintainence :  Mechanics  available  at  FOB. 

(3)  Medical  evacuation  and  hospitalization.  Unit  SOF. 

5.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL 

a.  Signal; 

(1)  Annex  C,  Signal:  Omittod. 

(2)  SOI  to  be  issued  at  FOB. 

b.  Command. 

(1)  On  infiltrations,  axf iltratioi,3/extractions  CO,  Deo  B-56  airborne  in 
C&C  aircraft, 

(2)  CO,  Det  B-56,  availablo  on  call  in  C&C  aircraft. 

(3)  At  all  other  times  CO,  Dat  B-56,  will  be  located  at  the  FOB  at 
Quan  Loi  (XT807899). 

Acknowledge „ 


HEWGLEY 

LTC 

Annexes:  A  -  Intelligence 

-B - Op  Overlay  Withdrawn,  Hqs,  DA 

C  -  Signal  (Qnitted) 
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Cy  of  eys 
Det” B-56,  5th  SFG  (Abn) 

1st  SF 

Camp  Ho  Ngoc  Tao,  RVN 
0U120CH  Jun  67 

ANNEX  A  (Intelligneco)  to  OPORD  10-67  (O^RATION  PIKESVILI^)  (0) 

Reference *  Maps,  SVN,  1:$0,000,  Series  L701U,  Sheets  6231  I,  IVj  6232  II,  IIIj 
6331  IVj  6332  IIIj  Series  L7016,  Sheets  6232  I,  IV. 

1.  SUMMARY  OF  ENEMY  SITUATION 

a.  Area  of  interest:  The  geographic  area  of  interest  is  bounded  by  the 
following  coordinates:  XU7ld3,  XT6686,  XTl55h,  XT5580,  XT2975,  XT2798,  XT3099, 
XT3995,  XTU291,  XT5193,  XT5890,  XU5500,  XU5807,  XU5711,  XU6013. 

The  area  of  interest  encompasses  approximately  1,500  square  kilometers.  The  south 
and  western  sector  of  the  AO  (Tay  Ninh  Province)  is  principally  of  the  flat  delta 
terrain  and  will  bo  subject  to  inundationduring  the  period  of  this  operation.  The 
north  and  eastern  portion  of  the  AO  (Binh  Long  Province)  was  gently  rolling  terrain 
with  elevations  generally  between  50  and  200  meters  with  fow  exceptions.  Through¬ 
out  our  AO,  extensive  broad  leaf  evergreen  forest  exist  forming  continuous  single 
and  double  canopy  jungle,  with  an  exception  in  the  western  sector  where  dense 
growths  of  bamboo  exist.  The  AO  is  sparsely  populated  and  all  people  within 
should  be  considered  hostile.  The  primary  roads,  running  north  to  south  are: 

Route  13  oast  of  the  AO;  Route  U  west  of  the  AO;  Route  2hh  center  of  the  A0. 

Roads  running  east  to  west  are:  Routo  17  north  in  the  AO;  Route  2h6  center  of 
AO  and  Interprovi" cial  Route  13  south  in  the  AO,  Overall,  the  AO  contains 
numerous  trails  and  small  roads  leading  off  the  primary  routes. 

b.  Order  of  battle.  Based  on  reports  compiled  by  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam, 
the  probable  VC/NVA  units  normally  operating  within  the  AO  are: 

UNIT  DATE  POSSIBLE/PROBABLE  LOCVTION 

7th~HvA  Div  2TT£y  67  TfHUBI - 

16^  NVA  Inf  Rgt  27  May  67  WZ  C,  Tay  Ninh 

lUl  NVA  Inf  Rgt  27  May  67  WZ  C,  Tay  Ninh 

101  NVA  Inf  Rgt  27  May  67  XTI4I7O 

272  VC  Inf  Rgt  27  May  67  XT5691 

69th  VC  Arty  Cmd  27  May  67  WZ  C 

2.  EEI  AND  OTHER  INTELLIGENCE  REQUIRMENTS 

a.  EEI: 

(1)  Where  are  the  VC/NVA  headquarters  and  bases  areas  within  the  AO? 

(2)  What  routes  are  utilized  by  the  VC/NV \  in  the  AO  for  troop  and 
supply  movement? 

(3)  What  VC/NVA  main  force  units  are  operating  in  the  AO? 

(U)  Where  are  the  arm  and  ammunition  storage  areas?  Do  they  contain 
120rm  mortars  and/or  lUOnm  rockots? 

b.  Other  intelligence  require  nts: 

(1)  Are  there  any  major  political  elements  located  in  the  AO?  where  are 
their  headquarters  and  base  areas? 

(2)  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  local  inhabitants  towards  the  VC/NVA? 

The  GVN? 

(3)  Does  the  local  populace  appear  to  be  supporting  the  VC/NVA  with 
food,  intelligence,  personnel  and  money? 

(U)  What  means  do  the  VC/NVA  employ  in  moving  personnel  and  supplies9 

3.  ORD  iRS  AND  REQUESTS  FOR  INFORMATION 
None 
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U.  MISCELUNEOOS 

a.  Prisoners  of  War,  documents  and  material  will  be  evacuated  as  soon  as 
possible  to  FOB, 

b.  Maps  will  be  issued  at  FOB  by  S2, 

c.  Personnel  entering  the  AO  or  flying  over  same  will  wear  ID  tags  only. 
Wallets,  etc,  will  be  turned  into  the  SI  for  safe  keeping. 

d.  Time  permitting,  aII  camps  and  VC/NVA  will  be  searched  for  documents 
and  other  evidence  to  unit  identification. 

Acknowledge, 


HEWGLEf 

LTC 

Distribution:  A 
OFFICIAL: 

STECKEL 
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DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  •  R  &  D 

_ (Sttutilf  of  KH»,  body  oi  *b$tr» cl  and  Indiwtnf  mnotmtlon  mu*l  bm  tniarad  y/inn  o r*r*tt  rtp»t  <i  ffftHjrttdj 

1  ORIGIN*  TINQ  ACTIVITY 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


|  J  REPORT  TITLE 


Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  PIKESVILLE,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  Army 

(Abn),  1st  Special  Forces 


I  a.  osicRiRTivi  noth  (Typ*  o t  tppoti  *nrf  fnefu«fr*  dmiwa) 

arm*  CKTTTVo  wm  I  «*  ww  i  fw  v  mm 

CO,  5th  SFGA  (Abn),  1st  Special  Forces 


M,  ORIOIN  A  TOR  *  REPORT  NUMKRIII 


T6.  NO.  OF  R«FS 


•b,  OTHER  REPORT  NOIEI  (Any  atfxf  numbmrm  tfi ml  «sf  4 
thi»  tmpotl) 


10.  DISTfRiauTION  STATEMENT 

11.  tUPPLCMSNTARTNOTEI  * 

It.  tFONtONINO  MIUITANV  ACTIVITY 

N/A 

|  0ACSF0R,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1*.  A  OB  TRACT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

finnirllv 


